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Warels fror ine Prasgiclani—

Seasons Greetings & Happy Holidays! | sit
here putting my last newsletter of this term as
President together on Christmas Eve and just can't
believe how fast time has gone. | have very much
enjoyed my term and want to thank all of you for
the support you have given me and the Chapter.
Without your help, it would be difficult to have such
an active and viable organization.

| want to thank the Board Members for their
help, flexibility and support. | especially want to
thank Kari Nornes for her 6 years of dedication to
the Chapter; without her, | don’'t know where this
Chapter would be. 1 also want to thank Connie
Thury for the time that she volunteered as Board
Member the past 2 years.

| need to welcome Kathy Winter to her new
role as Chapter President and Owen Bain to his
position as Board Member. The addition of these
two members/leaders to the Board will ensure that
our Chapter will grow which will help in the
development of “new” leaders in our Chapter &
profession!

And last but not least, | want to thank all of
the members who helped make the State Meeting
such a huge success! Working together does
develop excellence!

Thank you and may 2007 be the best year yet!

Rick Pudwill
Siouxland Chapter President

The Advoceey Corrler:

Advocacy efforts have been focused mainly
on 2 issues:
1. The CMS Lab Competitive Bidding Demo
2. The United Health/LabCorp agreement
I am working on establishing “grass roots”
contacts as well as well as working with Kathy
Ayres (CLMA National Advocacy) to keep current
with National activity on all laboratory issues. There
is strong focus nationally on the new session of
Congress as there seems to be “lab friendly”
committee leaders on the horizon. I am working
closely with the SD ASCLS leaders to stay on top
of these two issues.
| need to put a plug in for the CLMA PAC,
please donate any amount you feel you can afford.
Without this support, the National Office will not be
able to support/influence the Congressional leaders
dealing with issues affecting the lab profession.

Please use the National Website as a tool for
information on these and other issues!

Terry Erickson
Siouxland Chapter Advocacy Rep.

CAC Ugdzaiie:

Noridian has been selected as the Medicare
Administrative Contractor (MAC) for the region
which means that Noridian will administer both Part
A & Part B claims. This will change some of the
LCD’s that are being used to determine Medical
Necessity. Dr Waldmann explained that Dr. Bernice
Hecker, Noridian Part A Medical Director, will be
the South Dakota Part A Med. Director effective
March 1, 2007. The Noridian website has been
upgraded to offer online education.



New allergy testing policy includes 86003. It
is noted that IgE serum testing will only be allowed
when skin testing cannot be performed. The policy
can be found on the website and took effect
11/1/2006. (www.noridianmedicare.com)

2007 CAC Meetings:

February 8, June 7, & October 11.

Part B Open Public Meeting:

January 9, 2007, must pre-register &
request teleconference number.

Twila Henning
CAC Committee Member

2008 11 Faviayy:

January :

Board meeting.

March:

Rick Pudwill and Karen Jepperson attended the
National CLMA meeting in Charlotte, NC.

Patti Buus attended the Legislative Symposium in
Washington, DC.

April:

Board meeting.

May:

One-day education event in Sioux Falls. Business
meeting at noon during the event at which the
drawing for the display table skirt fundraiser
provided the Chapter $137.50 towards the
purchase.

July:

Board meeting.

September:

SDAHO educational event in Sioux Falls. Board
meeting.

South Dakota State Fair Cancer Booth, 3 members
volunteered time and expertise.

October:

ASCLS/CLMA State Laboratory Convention in
Sioux Falls. Chapter meeting. The iPOD fund raiser
for Connie Thury was a success. Lisa Henning was
the winner of the iPOD donated by Lon Shied,
Dade Sales Rep.

December:

Board meeting and election of new officers. Owen
Bain elected Board Member, John Kangas re-
elected as Treasurer, and Rick Pudwill elected as
President-Elect.

Meetire) Noies:

There were 4 Chapter Board meetings, 2
Chapter meetings, and 3 Educational events held
this year. Meeting minutes and Treasurers reports

can be found on the Siouxland Website, www.clma-
siouxland.org.

We currently have 44 members. We had
two new members join so this year. Linda Karel and
Jan Deverman from Sioux Valley Clinical
Laboratories. Dee Ann Lovett sponsored Linda’s
membership and won a free registration to
ThinkLab '07.

Thank you to all of the members who
renewed their memberships in 2006. Please remind
our past members who have not renewed of all of
the benefits of being a CLMA member. We need to
strengthen our membership which will enable us to
host bigger and better educational events.

Navy lriferrziien):

The 2007 education events are in the
planning process:

- ASCLS/CLMA State Lab Convention slated
to be held in Aberdeen in the spring.
The SDAHO meeting will be held in
September in Sioux Falls. We are looking at
having SmartLab provide a 4 hour
presentation.
The Board is looking at having a third
Educational Event but has not yet decided
on the time of year.

The Chapter will again be sending a
member to the Legislative Symposium in
Washington, DC, as well as a member to ThinkLab
'07 in Houston, TX. If you are interested, please
complete an application that can be found on our
website and return your completed application to
Kathy Winter by January 15, 2007. | encourage all
of you to seriously consider applying for one of
these opportunities; you will learn much and make
new friends along the way!

I want to encourage all of you to utilize the
tools that CLMA rewards you as members. | have
been using Mastermind recently and have been
getting numerous responses to my questions. Not
only do | receive help, | have made contact with old
friends from years gone by. Try it, you'll like it!

Rick Pudwill
Siouxland Chapter President



